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2 %738 % » H 102 : Stanley Karnow, Vietnam: A History (New York, 1983), p. 215.

3 Karnow, pp. 215-216; Frances FitzGerald, Fire in the Lake: The Vietnamese and the
Americans in Vietnam (New York, 1973), pp. 108-109. &1 R B A L2 & F AR
TREBBME - AZZE2—AWZH) REFRRE ARTHHBE
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5 m#iz: Karnow, p. 216; FitzGerald, p. 110.
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" B3> ® 104 5 Karnow, p. 217; FitzGerald, p. 110.

8 - #STE > #7458 & - R 104-105 ; Karnow, p. 217; FitzGerald, pp. 110-111.

i B -HITR A5 % A 105 : Karnow, p-218. X 2, United States, Department
of Defense, United States-Vietnam Relations, 1945-1967 (in 12 volumes, populary
known as the Pentagon Papers and thus hereafter referred to as the Pentagon Papers
[DOD}, Washington, D.C,, 1971), Book 1, Part IV, A.3., p-26. sb—XtHREES B
ARHRA DX HAMERMGBZRERTY - HEAG T EH2z— - M =—RAHE
RREASFLAMMEBRR SR AR DOMA > HRLEL% X » “US. Policy To-
ward the First Indochina Crisis, 1945-1954: A Prelude to Disaster,” Journal of History,
vol. 13(April, 1996), pp. 203-236.
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10 Karnow, p. 219; FitzGerald, p. 105. X & The U.S. Government and the Vietnam War:
Executive and Legislative Roles and Relationships, in two parts, Part I: 1945-1961
(Washington, D.C., 1984, %% 514 The U.S. Government and the Vietnam War, 1),
p.289. 4b— & # L # B & 429 Congressional Research Service B 4724 8
G2 AR RRE - £ =24 - 1986 4 - Princeton University Press X &4
48 % & 46 % William Conrad Gibbons z % £ €M7 47 > o 5 R The
Pentagon Papers (New York, 1971), pp. 58, 61. st— T2 b saseiiksd Neil
Sheehan 2% & & i & 2H A T 8938 £ 48 % » sb1% 31 4k The Pentagon Papers (NYT); The
Pentagon Papers (DOD), Book 1, Part IV,A3.,p. 13.

1 26 R fodd % AR b RN A LI —E TRBBHNITE LK - FMW=F
@B WRHERY Ak (Ed) - Gt G REA
+z%-H8 R 102105 ; %F%E > (RbeEH 2RNEE) > 6 X
vEE RAA+tmELA R 5357 - B &K 4% 10,000 A FodF#£ 2,500
A1} 3% 2,600 A B, The Pentagon Papers (DOD), Book 2, Part IV, A4,p. 6; AS.,
pp. 5-8.

2 gy A THBREBLRE S  fhie i AA P RFRE SRR e
LiBHEAANKBUE ARG EH  LRBE—F_TEEA - & The US.
Government and the Vietnam War, 1, pp. 293-294, especially note 41; Karnow, p. 222.
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13 Weldon A. Brown, Prelude to Disaster: The American Role in Vietnam, 1940-1963
(New York and London, 1975), p. 107; George McTurnan Kahin and John W. Lewis,
The United States in Vietnam (A Delta Book, publication date and location unknown),
p. 67n.
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TARAF EMBBRELRAHAESS (Henry Cabot Lodge) #8432 -

£ L € %4% In the Midst of Wars (New York, 1972) — & & - 33 %5 88 3
HERITEHGBREFEA L B - A A@S Graham Greene &R The
Quiet American (1955) ¥ &3 £ A Alden Pyle tA & William J. Lederer &t Eugene
Burdick &% 64 .]\3% The Ugly American (1958) + & £ A Colonel Edwin Hillandale
RAUSHENK -
LETHE REBOHEHME R E A - Bl L BEF  ZRKHE
605,000 £ % : e Rie X B AR H 450,000 A« & R T ML B A
EABAERF THRARUIKAEARTIL - B The U.S. Government and the Viet-
nam War, 1, p. 300; Karnow, pp. 223-224; FitzGerald, p. 117. ¥tz 452 R,
Department of State, Foreign Relation of the United States ($t.4% 3] 4 FRUS), 1955-
1957, vol. 1, Vietnam, PP. 589-594 (Document 278), “Despatch from the Ambassador
in Vietnam (Reinhardt) to the Department of State,” Saigon, November 29, 1955.

14
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BREMUEB - BEFEXZLEAI G L4 P R The US. Government and the Vietnam
War, 1, pp. 301-304; FitzGerald, p. 111; Chester L. Cooper, The Lost Crusade: Amer-
ica in Vietnam (New York, 1970), p. 133.

¥ a-AmEEE—AEWE KA ZAKA L 75,000 &k B BT TF A
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% o B, The U.S. Government and the Vietnam War, 1, p. 299.
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I, Vietnam, pp. 65-66 (note 6), 784-785, 850-852; The U.S. Government and the Viet-
nam War, 1, pp. 90, 264, 313-314, 336, FitzGerald, p. 115; George C. Herring, Amer-
ica’s Longest War: The United States and Vietnam, 1950-1975 (New York, 1979), pp.
58-60, 90.
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1955-1957, vol. 1, Vietnam, pp. 794-817, 820-823; The U.S. Government and the Viet-
nam War, 1, pp. 302-303; Karnow, p. 230; Herring, p. 65.

9 The Pentagon Papers (DOD), Book 2, Part IV, A4., p. 101; The U.S. Government and
the Vietnam War, 1, p. 314.
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2 The Pentagon Papers (DOD), Book 1, Part I1, p. A-26. # M4 75 ;R MM S5 A,
The U.S. Government and the Vietham War, 11, pp. 5-6.

21 Karnow, p-250. T Ay T/ 4 ) R & B By 40 &) 48 & Roswell Gilpatric g # > & &
W BAERTE 2B RMEH EF BB FE R The Pentagon Papers (DOD), Book
2, Part1V, B, pp. 19-36; The U.S. Government and the Vietnam War, 11, pp. 35-41.

2 AAFHRE BRI RRANE: FRL k- BAGSBBEMTT AAR A
AERABAEH®E A The US. Government and the Vietnam War, 11, pp. 41-42,
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and Lewis, The United States in Vietnam , p. 102.
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The Kennedy Administration
and the Bloody 1963 Coup in Vietnam

Liang-tsai Wei

Abstract

As far as the United States and the Vietnamese people are con-
cerned, the Vietnam War was undoubtedly one of the most tragic
events in this century. The War had significant and lasting impacts on
American politics, military service, diplomacy, economy and society.

The bloody coup that overthrew Ngo Dinh Diem in early No-
vember 1963 contributed significantly to the United States’ later
deepening involvement in the War, and the Kennedy Administration
played an active and direct role in the coup. This paper intends to
trace the emergence of Diem and his relations with American leaders,
the difficult domestic problems challenging the Diem regime, and the
causes and effects of the bloody coup.

This paper concludes that both Kennedy and Diem share une-
quivocal responsibility for the coup. Kennedy’s responsibility lay in
the fact that although he did not instigate the coup, he failed to pre-
vent his subordinates from participating. Diem’s fatal weakness was
his unwillingness to initiate some necessary reforms, which eventually
led to his downfall and violent death.

Key Words: Kennedy Administration, Ngo Dinh Diem, Madame
Nhu, buddhist demonstrations, bloody military coup



