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Abstract

Using Rawls’s The Law of Peoples as a preliminary theoretical
framework, and positioning Taiwan in a global context and in the midst
of US-China relations, this study aims to construct a theoretical model
for civic and philosophical discourse on China. The case is made for a
shift in perspective, from cross-strait relations, to US-China relations,
in order to examine the predicament of liberalism in China. Taking the
law of peoples as a starting point for analysis enables an imaginative
political thought experiment and its evaluation: a return to classical
China and reconstruction of a classical junzi republic. This thought
experiment illustrates how non-democratic but decent peoples might
demand changes to the US-led world order. An analysis based on The
Law of Peoples should acknowledge and address this demand by more
strictly and consistently distinguishing between democratic and non-
democratic peoples, while the classical junzi republic should embrace
the right to freedom of self-cultivation and evolve into a modern junzi
republic.

Key Words: freedom of self-cultivation, junzi republic, political
liberalism, the second founding, the law of peoples



