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Kant on the “Duties of Virtue”
—A Response to Alasdair Maclntyre’s Critique of
Kant’s Ethics
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Abstract

In his masterpiece, After Virtue, Alasdair Maclntyre criticizes
Kant’s ethics from a virtue ethical perspective, making reference to
the “ethic of rules,” “rigorism,” “formalism,” as well as his “inade-
quate conception of human reason.” However, Onora O’Neill,
Marcia W. Baron, and Nafsika Athanassoulis point out that Mac-
Intyre’s critique of Kant’s ethics is based on a partial understanding
of Kant’s ethical works and suffers from his neglect of Kant’s later
work Metaphysical First Principles of the Doctrine of Virtue (1797),
which misshapes his conception of the “duties of virtue.” This paper
analyzes Kant’s conception of the “duties of virtue” with a view to
responding to MacIntyre’s critique of Kant’s ethics, and thus sof-
tening the differences between Kant’s ethics and virtue ethics.
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