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Abstract 
Britain has the oldest constitutional and representative 

government in the world, but it is an unwritten, customary 
and un-codified constitution that has evolved over centuries. 
It possesses some, but not all, of the features now associated 
with modern democratic written constitutions widespread in 
North America and Western Europe. While this constitution 
enjoyed considerable support from the mid-nineteenth 
through the mid-twentieth century, in more recent decades 
it has been subject to much criticism and has been altered 
significantly by major recent developments. Membership of 
the European Union and the decisions taken to devolve 
legislative authority away from Westminster to local 
legislatures and executives in Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland have together led to challenges to the 
long-established sovereign authority of the crown-in- 
parliament, made significant changes to the rule of law, and 
undermined the former ways in which the executive was 
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accountable to parliament and people. The United Kingdom 
no longer possesses the constitution so admired until 
recently but has not yet evolved a new constitution capable 
of winning widespread support from all social strata and all 
parts of the kingdom.  The result is a public sharply divided 
on how the United Kingdom should respond to the changes 
wrought by its membership in the European Union and the 
devolution of some of Westminster’s authority to Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland. 
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