1062 w4F 3

Philosophy of Language in a Different Voice
—On Wilhelm von Humboldt’s Views of
World-disclosing Function of Language and
Dialogical Character of Reason

Yuan-Tse Lin
Department of Philosophy, National Chengchi University
No. 64, Sec. 2, ZhiNan Rd., Taipei 11605, Taiwan
E-mail: ytlinphi@nccu.edu.tw

Abstract

This article explores Wilhelm von Humboldt’s contributions to
the study of semantic and pragmatic dimension of philosophy of lan-
guage. In contrast to Aristotle’s instrumental view of language, Hum-
boldt emphasizes the world-disclosing function of language. Without
appealing to any kind of metaphysical realism, Humboldt justifies the
objectivity of thought by the dialogical structure of speech. After pro-
viding commentary on Humboldt’s resolution to the inner tension
between relativistic world-view of language and the universal valid-
ity-claims in mutual understanding in his philosophy of language, this
paper also discusses the important meaning of this resolution for the
study of philosophy itself.

Key Words: Wilhelm von Humboldt, world-disclosure, philosophy
of language, pragmatics, linguistic relativity



	壹、導言：洪堡特語言研究的時代背景及其著作計劃
	貳、洪堡特論語言的本質與語言的世界開顯性
	一、亞里斯多德－萊布尼茲傳統的語言工具觀
	二、赫德語言起源論的啟發
	三、魏斯格博對於語言之世界開顯性的解讀

	參、語言世界觀的相對性與洪堡特的非同一性意義理解理論
	一、布朗對於語言相對性主張的分析
	(1) 語言的結構對於它的使用者的某些心理活動過程具有決定性影響；
	(2) 不同的自然語言其結構是不同的；
	(3) 自然語言的結構是穩定的，它不能被個別言說者的努力所改變；

	二、Borsche對於語言相對性解讀的批判
	三、洪堡特的非同一性意義理解理論

	肆、洪堡特論理性的對話性與言說的語用學向度
	一、語言的社群性基礎
	二、語言交談的原型與理性的對話性結構
	三、洪堡特語言觀的語用學向度及其限制

	伍、結語：洪堡特語言哲學的哲學史意義

